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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION I 

J. F. KENNEDY FEDERAL BUILDING, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02203 

September 1 6 ,  1982  

D r .  W i l l i a m  Foege  
Director, C e n t e r s  for   is ease 

C o n t r o l  - -  

1600 C l i f t o n  Road 
A t l a n t a ,  GA 30333 

Superfund Records Center 
SITE: &.I ~ e d &  d 
B W :  34 

Dear D r .  Foege: 

On August  1 0 ,  1982,  D r .  Gerald P a r k e r ,  A s s i s t a n t  Commissioner,  
Department  of P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  Commonwealth of M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  
t r a n s m i t t e d  a proposal f o r  h e a l t h  s t u d i e s  for  t h e  g r e a t e r  
New Bedford a r e a  for p o s s i b l e  a d v e r s e  h e a l t h  e f f e c t s  f rom 
PCB e x p o s u r e .  The New Bedford area was d e c l a r e d  e l i g i b l e  
for  Super fund  a s s i s t a n c e  on J u l y  23, 1982. The s i t e  i n c l u d e s  
t h e  h a r b o r ,  p o r t i o n s  o f  Buzzards  Bay, New Bedford  l a n d f i l l ,  
and a n  abandoned dump c a l l e d  S u l l i v a n ' s  Ledge. The s o u r c e s  
of t h e  PCB c o n t a m i n a t i o n  were two c a p a c i t o r  m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  The 
mechanisms of t r a n s p o r t  t o  t h e  env i ronment  i n c l u d e  d i r e c t  
d i s c h a r g e s ,  i n d i r e c t  d i s c h a r g e s  t o  t h e  N e w  Bedford  sewage 
t r e a t m e n t  p l a n t  (STP) ; inc ine ra t ion  of c o n t a m i n a t e d  s l u d g e  a t  
t h e  STP, l a n d  d i s p o s a l ,  i n c i n e r a t i o n  of c o n t a m i n a t e d  waste 
o i l s  a t  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  and f u g i t i v e  e m i s s i o n s  from a l l  
locat i o n s .  

I have  a t t a c h e d  a r e c e n t  m e m o  from m e  t o  B i l l  Hedeman of o u r  
H e a d q u a r t e r s  off ice which o u t l i n e s  t h e  R e g i o n ' s  p roposed  
s t r a t e g y  for New Bedford .  I t  is my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t ,  if 
CDC d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  a h e a l t h  s t u d y  is n e c e s s a r y ,  t h e  CDC 
w i l l  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  agreement  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  
Department  of P u b l i c  H e a l t h .  A copy of t h e  p r o p o s a l  was g i v e n  
t o  G e o r g i e  J o n e s  of y o u r  s t a f f  when s h e  v i s i t e d  t h e  Region 
on August  23.  

J o h n  F i g l e r  of t h e  CDC Superfund i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  g roup  w a s  
r e c e n t l y  a s s i g n e d  t o  my o f f i c e  and w i l l  s e r v e  as o u r  c o n t a c t  
for  i n f o r m a t i o n  and c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e s e  s t u d i e s .  
W e  l o o k  fo rward  t o  working w i t h  CDC on  t h i s  s t u d y  and any 
f u t u r e  h e a l t h  s t u d i e s  which may be pe r fo rmed  i n  t h e  Region. 
I am e s p e c i a l l y  p l e a s e d  t o  have  J o h n  F i g l e r  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  
Region.  I a m  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  new close working r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w i t h  CDC w i l l  g r e a t l y  enhance  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  respond  t o  t h e  
Super fund  s i tes .  



Any questions you or your staff may have concerning the New 
Bedford area should be addressed to Gerard Sotolongo, the EPA 
project manager, at 617/223-5775 or to Jahn Figler at 617/223-1591. 

Sincerely yours, 

Merrill S. Hohman 
Director, Waste Management Division 

Attachment: As noted 

cc: John Hackler 
Gerry Levy 
Dick Chalpin 
Gerard Parker 
Maryann Froelich 
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